
APPEAR 9th Call

Webinar for Applicants

APPEAR Office

7 April 2022



www.oead.at2



Overview

Purpose of this webinar:  general questions on funding instruments, formal 
requirements and general recommendations

¶Presentation by the APPEAR Office and Q&A
- APPEAR III Calls, objective and thematic focus
- Target countries and eligible institutions
- Guiding principles, added values
- Funding instruments
- Financial guidelines
- Checklist for a complete application

¶Optional: Break-out sessions: Q&A
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Questions?

¶Raise virtual handor write in chat

¶https://appear.at/en/application

¶Slidesof the Webinar will beavailableonline

¶FAQ section

Contact us:

¶appear@oead.at
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APPEAR III Calls

¶9th call open from 1 March 2022 ςDeadline 31 May 2022
- Preparatory Funding
- Academic Partnership
- Advanced Academic Partnership
- Extended Impact Partnership
- Individual PhD Scholarships

¶Selection of projects by the end of 2022, start of the projects in January 2023

¶Further calls in 2023 (limited project duration), 2024 (selected funding 
instruments, limited project duration)

¶APPEAR III will last until 2027, total budget of ca. 18.7 million euros

¶APPEAR is a programmeof the Austrian Development Cooperation
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Overall objective

¶to strengthen scientific foundation and 
institutional capacities in higher education, 
research and management in the 
partnercountries through academic 
partnerships with Austrian higher education 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ tƘ5 
scholarships as a contribution to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

¶Furthermore, APPEAR contributes to 
increasing the commitment on 
development cooperation at Austrian higher 
education institutions. 
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Thematicfocus

Strengthening of institutional capacities in higher education and research for development:

¶Eradicating poverty and meeting basic needs ςwater, sanitation, energy, food security, 
including a nexus approach, education for all, social protection and employment for all

¶Human rights, gender equality, empowerment of women and girls, migration

¶Sustainable economic development ςprivate sector development, sustainable economy 
and urban development, leveraging digital technologies for development, tax systems 
and domestic revenues in partner countries

¶Protection of the environment and sustainable management of natural resources ς
mitigating climate change and its impacts, protection of ecosystems, responsible use of 
natural resources, sustainable energy, water and sanitation

¶Peace, conflict prevention, security and development, governance, humanitarian aid
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Priority countries

¶Ethiopia

¶Uganda

¶Mozambique

¶Burkina Faso

¶Bhutan

¶Palestine

¶Armenia

¶Georgia

¶Republic of Moldova

¶Kosovo

¶Albania
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Eligibleinstitutions 1

¶Austrian institutions: Only higher education institutions (HEI) are eligible 
to participate.

¶Academic institutions in priority countries: This term encompasses higher 
education institutions and research institutions in priority countries, which 
form the main target group of the APPEAR programme.

¶Each APPEAR partnership has to consist of at least one Austrian institution 
and one academic institution in a priority country. Only institutions out of 
these two groups can submit a project. The institution that submits the 
project proposal is also the one who will have the overall coordination of 
the project, which also entails the overall responsibility for reporting. 
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Eligibleinstitutions 2

¶Non-academic institutions from priority countries, such as NGOs, think 
tanks, teaching institutions, civil society organisations, are eligible to 
participate as additional partners. 

¶Associate partner institutions are located outside Austria and the 11 
priority countries, but in a country listed in the OECD DAC list of ODA 
recipients. Geographical proximity is required. The sum of all associate 
partner institutions in a consortium must not exceed 30% of the total 
project budget.

¶EU institutions: Higher education institutions from EU member states can 
be included in a project but are not eligible to receive funding.
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Guiding principles

¶Participatory approach 

¶A concept of culturally open-minded knowledge

¶Practically and empirically oriented approach

¶Gender sensitivity

¶Bottom-up and demand driven approach

¶Leave no one behind 

¶Open Access ςOpen Data 
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Addedvalues

¶Alignment with the priorities of the ADC country strategies, use of 
synergies with ongoing ADC-funded projects 

¶Inclusion of persons with disabilities in alignment with the APPEAR 
diversity strategy

¶Strengthening of regional networks and South-South cooperation

¶Advancement of young and particularly female researchers

¶Practically oriented activities that enhance the application of results, 
research-into-use and research uptake

¶Project responsibility by an institution in the partner country
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PreparatoryFunding

¶To supportinstitutionsthat do not yet havewell-establishedlinksto jointly

planandelaboratea projectproposalfor AcademicPartnerships

¶Only new partnershipsare eligible for submission,i.e. former APPEAR

projectpartnershipscannotparticipatein the callfor PreparatoryFunding.

¶Upto 4 months| max. 15,000euros
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Time schedule
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Academic Partnership

¶In higher education, research and management to strengthen the

institutional capacitiesof higher education institutions in the partner

countries

¶Development issues and important development-oriented research

questionsrelated to the thematic focusof the programmewill be brought

together with educationaland institutional demandsto improveresearch

andteachingcapacitiesaswell asmanagementcapacities.

¶Up to 4 years | 2 partner institutions: 50,000 ςmax. 90,000 euros / year; 

more than 2 partner institutions: 50,000 ςmax. 130,000 euros / year
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PreparatoryFunding and Academic Partnership | Albaniaand 
Kosovo

¶Funding only for development research, not in the area of capacity

development in teaching and management at higher education

institutions.

¶The content of this developmentresearchmust relate to the strategies,

programmesandprojectsof ADC.

¶Elaborationon why no other national,Europeanor international funding

instrumentcanbeusedto financethe project
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AdvancedAcademic Partnership

¶New innovative designs for the cooperation in higher education and

researchfor development

¶Based on the results of a successfully finalisedAPPEAR project 

collaboration can be continued, provided that new qualitative project 

objectives have been defined and specified.

¶Up to 3 years | 2 partner institutions: 50,000 ςmax. 90,000 euros / year; 

more than 2 partner institutions: 50,000 ςmax. 130,000 euros / year
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Extended Impact Partnership 1

¶To extend impact by focusing on the application and uptake of achieved

results.

¶Availableto consortiawhichhavesuccessfullycompletedanAPPEARAcademic

Partnershipprojector anAPPEARAdvancedAcademicPartnershipproject.

¶Consortiaof academicinstitutionscaninvite non-academicinstitutionsto join,

if required, to enhancethe impact. By including new partners and partner

institutions, the results are reflected upon, discussedand implemented, in

order to facilitatepositiveinstitutional,societalandsocialchange.
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Extended Impact Partnership 2

¶Extended Impact Institutional Partnership: aims at improving organizational and
infrastructural systemsand processesin research,teaching and managementof the
involved partner institutions, strengthensresearchuptake within the institutions and
fostersregionalcooperationof academicinstitutionsin institutionalcapacitybuilding

¶Up to 2 years| 2 partner institutions: 50,000ςmax. 90,000 euros/ year; more than 2
partner institutions: 50,000ςmax. 130,000euros/ year

¶ExtendedImpact ExternalPartnership: aimsat discussingand applyingresearchresults
with stakeholders(communities,civil society,policymakers)in order to put researchinto
use(evidencefor policyandpractice)andcontributesto achievingthe SDGsin practice

¶Up to 3 years| 2 partner institutions: 50,000ςmax. 90,000 euros/ year; more than 2
partner institutions: 50,000ςmax. 130,000euros/ year
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5 Qualitative dimensions

¶Five dimensions to consider for proposal development and basis for 
external evaluation:

- Relevance for and contribution to development and the achievement of SDGs 

- Results and long-term change

- Project design and quality

- Management and capacity of consortium

- Cost effectiveness

¶Assessment by at least 2 international peer reviewers and feedback by 
local ADC office

¶Selection by Selection Board
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Time schedule
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Embedded scholarships

¶Master- und PhD-scholarshipsembeddedin an ongoingAPPEARproject (ca. 70 % of all

scholarships)

- 1 scholarshipper projects

- Financingandimplementationby APPEARcomponent2, if the project isaccepted

VTypeof scholarship/ intendedfield / topic of research

VCostsfor field research/ dataacquisition

VFormalrequirements

¶Financedcosts:

- Master: 1,000euros/ month (24months)

- PhD: 1,100 euros/ month (48months)

- As well as travel expenses,Germancourse,participation at scientificconferencesand thesis
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Individual PhD scholarships

¶Applicantsare nominatedby higher educationinstitutions in the partner countries. The

individualscholarshipmustbe beneficialto the institutional capacitydevelopment,which

hasto beprovenviae.g. theƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎhumanresourcesplan,etc.

¶Not applicablefor AlbaniaandKosovo

¶Formalrequirements

¶Scientificqualityof the application,Relevancefor development

¶Financingandimplementationby APPEARcomponent2, financedcosts:

- Master: 1,000euros/ month (24months)

- PhD: 1,100 euros/ month (48months)

- As well as travel expenses,Germancourse,participation at scientificconferencesand thesis
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Time schedule
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Theory of change

¶Supporting instrument to plan, assess, present, and visualize the expected 
chain of results and outcomes of a project

¶Current situation and the desired change are defined before the activities 
that should lead to change are planned and reflected upon

ĄClearly identify and define necessary activities which trigger a chain of 
results leading to the desired outcomes.

¶Common understanding of the interventions and the strategies behind 
them

¶Underlying assumptions and assessment of risks
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Theory of change| step-by-step

¶https://appear.at/en/application

¶PPP guidingyouthroughthe ToC

¶PPP providinga practicalexampleby Dr. Pamela Burger, LocaBreed2.0 
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PreparatoryFunding | Summary of costs
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Preparatoryfunding | Eligibleexpenses1

¶Staffcosts

- Based on local rates

- Number of days and daily rate

¶Travel and subsistence

- Project-related travel of project team members

- Cost efficiency; economy class for flight and train tickets

- In all cases accommodation costs and daily allowance have to be calculated based on 
the !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ wŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ά!ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ 
ReisegebührenvorschriftςwD±έ

- Expenses for visa, travel insurance and required travel vaccinations are eligible, as is 
malaria prophylaxis
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Preparatoryfunding | Eligibleexpenses2

¶Othercosts

- CO2 compensation costs are required for all flights, domestic and international. 

Precalculationof CO2 costs based on envisaged flights can be calculated on the 

website of BOKU university. These costs have to be added to the Austrian partner 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘΦ

- Bank fees are eligible but have to be budgeted.

- Auditing costs have to be added to the respective institution.

- Audit report for all non-Austrian partner institutions

- E.g. Costs for meetings

- Procurement regulations for goods and services
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Preparatoryfunding | Eligibleexpenses3

¶Overhead:

- Max. 2% of the total costs (e.g. general accounting, stationary, use of 

institutional venues, electricity, communication expenses). The 2% refer to 

the actual and approvedexpenses. 

- Estimationof the useof overheadcostsin the budgetsheet
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Preparatoryfunding | Pleaseconsider

¶Equipmentand materialaswell asdisseminationcostsare not eligiblefor

fundingin the frameworkof preparatoryfunding

¶PleaseŘƻƴΩǘforget to includethe followingitems:

- Audit report for all non-Austrianpartner institutions

- CO2 compensationbudgetedat Austrianpartner institution

- Useof overheadcosts

¶Beforeyousubmit:

- Budgetlimit, budgetdistribution
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Preparatoryfunding | financialreporting and instalments1

¶50%of the grantamountwill be transferredafter contractsigning

üSubmissionof AcademicPartnershipproposalby 31May2023within the 10th APPEARcall

üFinancialreport within two monthsafter the endof the preparatoryfunding

- Audit report for all non-Austrianpartners

- Onlyexpenseswithin the projectperiodareeligible

¶Thefinal instalmentamountsto the actualandapprovedproject expensesminusthe first

instalment. In casethe total actual and approvedproject expensesamount to lessthan

wasalreadytransferred, the remainingmoneyhasto be refundedto OeAD.

¶The actual eligible overheadcostsof max. 2% refer to the actual and approvedproject

expenses.

www.oead.at33



Preparatoryfunding | financialreporting and instalments2

¶In exceptionalcases,PreparatoryFundingmay not result in the submissionof a project
proposalfor anAcademicPartnership

üFinalreport hasto besubmittedthat examinesthe causesfor not submittinga full projectproposal

üFinancialreport within two monthsafter the endof the preparatoryfunding

- Audit report for all non-Austrianpartners

- Onlyexpensesspentwithin the projectperiodareeligible

¶A maximumof half of the approvedbudgetcanbe disbursedin this case,if the expensesare
verified and approvedin the financial report. In casethe total actual and approvedproject
expensesamount to less than was already transferred, the remaining money has to be
refundedto OeAD.

¶https://appear.at/en/implementation/reporting-preparatory-funding
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Academic Partnership, AdvancedAcademic Partnership, Extended 
Impact Partnership | Summary of costs
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AP, AAP, EIP | Eligibleexpenses1

¶Staffcosts

- Based on local rates

- Number of days and daily rate

- No scholarships

¶Travel and subsistence

- Project-related travel of project team members

- Cost efficiency; economy class for flight and train tickets

- In all cases accommodation costs and daily allowance have to be calculated based on the Austrian 
wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜ wŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ά!ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴ ReisegebührenvorschriftςwD±έ

- Expenses for visa, travel insurance and required travel vaccinations are eligible, as is malaria 
prophylaxis
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AP, AAP, EIP | Eligibleexpenses2

¶Equipmentandmaterialcosts

- primarilyforeseenfor partner institutionsin the priority countries

- In caseequipmentis neededfor Austrianpartner institutionsit hasto be well arguedand
handedover to the partner institution in the priority countriesat the endof the project

- Procurementregulationsfor goodsandservices

¶Disseminationcosts

- Publicationsaremandatoryin OpenAccessandthe respectivecostscanbe consideredin
the budget

- E.g. Costsfor publicationsandrelatedservices

- E.g. Costfor disseminationevents,websiteetc.

- Procurementregulationsfor goodsandservices
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AP, AAP, EIP | Eligibleexpenses3

¶Othercosts

- CO2 compensation costs are required for all flights, domestic and international. 
Precalculationof CO2 costs based on envisaged flights can be calculated on the 
website of BOKU university. These costs have to be added to the Austrian partner 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘΦ

- Bank fees are eligible but have to be budgeted.

- Auditing costs have to be added to the respective institution.

- All participating institutions are required to submit an audit report for each reporting 
period.

- E.g. costs for meetings, workshops, trainings

- Procurement regulations for goods and services
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AP, AAP, EIP | Eligibleexpenses4

¶Overhead:

- Max. 10% of the total costs (e.g. general accounting, stationary, use of 

institutional venues, electricity, communication expenses). The 10% refer to 

the actual and approvedexpenses. 

- Estimationof the useof overheadcostsin the budgetsheet
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AP, AAP, EIP | Pleaseconsider

¶PleaseŘƻƴΩǘforget to includethe followingitems:

- Audit report for all participatinginstitutionsfor everyreportingperiod

- CO2 compensationbudgetedat Austrianpartner institution

- Useof overheadcosts

¶Beforeyousubmit:

- Budgetlimit, budgetdistribution
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AP, AAP, EIP| instalments

¶Thegrantamountwill be transferredin severalinstalments

- Firstinstalmentafter contractsigning

- Subsequentinstalmentsafter approvalof the annualreports

- 5%of the budgetedcostswill be withheld andonly be paidasfinal instalmentafter the approvalof
the final report.

¶It might be necessaryfor the participatinginstitutions to pre-financesomeof the expensesin
the final year.

¶The final instalment amountsto the total actual and approvedproject expensesminus the
previousinstalments. In casethe total actualand approvedproject expensesamount to less
than wasalreadytransferred, the remainingmoneyhasto be refundedto OeAD.

¶The actual eligible overheadcosts of max. 10% refer to the actual and approved project
expenses.
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AP, AAP, EIP| financialreporting

¶Annualfinancialreport hasto be submitted within two months after the

endof the reportingperiod

- Audit reportsfor all participatinginstitutions

- Onlyexpensesspentwithin the projectperiodareeligible

¶Annualnarrativereportsandfinal narrativereport

¶Half-yearnarrativereports

¶Reportingguidelines,reportingdatesin the contract

¶https://appear.at/en/implementation/reporting-project-partnership
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Preparatoryfunding | Checklist for a complete application

¶Submitthe completeapplicationto appear@oead.at

¶Deadlinefor submissions: 31May2022
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AP, AAP, EIP| Checklist for a complete application

¶Submitthe completeapplicationto appear@oead.at

¶Deadlinefor submissions: 31May2022
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